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Reminders 

 

• You MUST complete the timed writings I assign. 

• Doing so is critical to a good score on the AP exam, 

which equals college credit. 

• Only six people wrote the timed essay due last class. 

• This is unacceptable!  You must be intently practicing 

these skills right up until May 5th.  Trust me.  

• Those who didn’t write it, you need to do so.  Bring it 

to me NO later than Friday. 



Reminders 
 

• We have 21 days until the exam. 

• You CAN stay focused and work hard for that long – truly you can. 

• While many of you don’t need this class’s English credit for 

graduation, some do, and everyone who wants the advanced diploma 

has to get the credit from this class. 

• Don’t blow it now just because you have senioritis – it’s not worth it.   

• Many of you have at least one off block or even two.  I see you in the 

commons everyday.  This is time you could be doing your work for 

this class!  Get it together! 

• You cannot just skip doing multiple assignments, and you certainly 

can’t skip any essays or major test prep. 



The Prose Essay 

• This essay is ALWAYS going to focus on character. 

• Examples: 

– Analyze narrative and literary techniques and other resources of 

language used for characterization. 

– How does a narrator reveal character? (i.e., tone, diction, syntax, point of 

view) 

– How does the author reveal a character’s predicament? (through literary 

devices) 

– How does the passage provide characterization and evaluation of one 

character over another? 

 

 



The Prose Essay 

Don’t be thrown by the complexity of a passage.  Generally, 

the more difficult the reading, the more basic the question.  

You choose the references you wish to incorporate into your 

essay.  So, even if you haven’t understood everything, you are 

still able to write an intelligent essay—as long as you address the 

prompt and refer to the parts of the passage you do 

understand. 

 

Watch out for overconfidence when you see what you believe 

to be an easy question with an easy passage.  You are going to 

have to work extra hard to find the nuances in the text that will 

allow you to write a mature essay. 

 



Analyze the prompt 

1. Look at the clock and calculate ahead 40 minutes.  Write the time you 

should be done in the margin. 

2. Take 1-3 minutes to carefully analyze the prompt.  Box and/or underline 

key tasks you must do.  Circle / mark key words you need to remember.  

 

Here are three reasons why you should do a 1-3 minute careful analysis of the 

prompt. 

1. Once you know what is expected, you will read in a more directed manner. 

2. Once you internalize the questions, you will be sensitive to those details that will apply. 

3. Once you know all the facets that need to be addressed, you will be able to write a 

complete essay demonstrating adherence to the topic. 



Analyze the prompt 

In the following passage from the short story, “The Dead,” James Joyce 

presents an insight into the character of Gabriel.  Write a well-organized 

essay in which you discuss various aspects of Gabriel’s character that 

Joyce reveals to the reader and to Gabriel himself.  Refer to such 

techniques and devices as imagery, point of view, motif, diction, and 

syntax.   

 

Note:  When the question uses the expression “such as,” you are NOT required 

to use only those ideas presented; you are free to use your own selection of 

techniques and devices.  Notice that the prompt requires more than one 

technique.  One will not be enough.  You must use more than one.  If you fail 

to use more than one technique, no matter how well you present your answer, 

your essay will be incomplete. 



Reading and notating the passage 

 

Depending on your style and comfort level, choose one of these approaches to 

your reading. 

1. A. Read quickly to get the gist of the passage. 

      B. Reread, using the highlighting and marginal notes approach. 

 

2.   A. Read slowly, using highlighting and making marginal notes. 

      B. Reread to confirm that you understand the full impact of the passage. 

 

Ignore what you don’t immediately understand.  It may become clear to you 

after you finish reading the passage.  Concentrate on those parts of the passage 

that apply to what you highlighted in the prompt. 

 



Reading and notating the passage 

 

Spend between 8-12 minutes working the material.  Do 

NOT skip this step.  It is time well spent and is a key 

to the high score essay. 

 

Use the full 40 minutes. 


