Frankenstein Socratic Seminar Preparation

WRITTEN PREPARATION:  Choose ten of the following discussion questions to answer IN DETAIL, using specific textual support and literary terminology (where needed) in your response.  Pretend that they are mini-AP essay prompts, so include a topic sentence, a concluding sentence, and specific examples and textual evidence where needed.  Please choose a variety of questions (so don’t simply scan through and choose the most simplistic ones).  Challenge yourself philosophically and in a literary sense.  Please neatly write your responses in ink on your own paper or type them.
SEMINAR PREPARATION:  Read through the remaining questions and adequately prepare yourself to be able to discuss them in depth.  Your seminar grade will be based on the thoroughness with which you do discuss.  (For example:  providing sufficient evidence/ support from the novel, drawing appropriate conclusions from a close reading of the novel, demonstrating your knowledge of the novel both on a surface level and deeper level, and demonstrating higher level thinking skills, etc.)  You certainly may write some of your own additional questions as well; however, that is not a requirement.
1.  Is the creature justified in taking the actions he takes (committing violent, vengeful/cruel acts) because he was abandoned by his creator and mankind?  If he is justified, if so, why?  If not, what other options or choices did he have?  Can his behavior be excused?  Discuss his situation.

2.  Choose one of the following statements to discuss – provide 3-4 textual reasons, examples, etc. for support:

-Victor Frankenstein is selfish.

-Victor Frankenstein is unselfish.

3. Was the creature evil?  Explain with sufficient support.  How can one commit numerous murders and not be evil?

4.  What would have happened if Victor had given the creature a female?  How would the novel’s outcome be different?  Do you believe Victor made the right choice? Use textual evidence to support your claim.
5.  Discuss at least one modern day example of loneliness, alienation, or rejection driving a person or group to an act of desperation.  Are the parties involved, in this example, more or less justified in their actions than the creature was in his?  What would Mary Shelley’s opinion be of this/these modern day occurrence(s)?  Explain.
6.  If you create a new life, what responsibilities MUST you take on?  What do you owe this new life?

7.  What should Victor have done from the very beginning to be a “good father” to the creature?  Would the novel have turned out differently, if he had done these things?  Why or why not?  Again, use textual support.
8.  In modern times, who do we, as a society, ostracize and/or alienate like the creature?  Why do we do this?  What steps must be taken to stop this from occurring?  Do you think Mary Shelley wanted her novel to send a deeper message to society, or was it more about writing an entertaining, Gothic novel?  Explain.
9.  Trace the concept of corruption throughout the story.  Who is corrupted?  How?  What is Mary Shelley saying about our society and its ability to corrupt?

10.  List at least four deep friendships that occur within the novel; what makes these friendships significant?  What was the Romantics’ overall statement or belief about friendship and/or companionship, and why is that so essential to this novel?

11.  Would the creature have killed Victor if he had had the chance?  Use evidence from the novel to support your claim.

12.  Discuss Victor Frankenstein’s psychological make-up.  List three redeeming qualities he possesses and three to four flaws.  Does he possess a tragic flaw?  Explain how these are illustrated throughout the novel.
13.  Victor Frankenstein’s ultimate pursuit of knowledge is one of the elements that eventually destroy him.  How could he have achieved this knowledge without it turning disastrous?  Do you believe Shelley was trying to say that there are certain pieces of knowledge that mankind is simply not supposed to know?  Explain with textual evidence.
14.  Discuss Mary Shelley’s style and how it affects her novel.  You may focus on her diction, her syntax, or look at her use of Romanticism (especially references to nature), and/or how she employs Gothic elements to enhance the story.  Does her use of these literary devices make the work stronger?  How?  If not, why? 

15.  Give 2-3 present day examples of man’s pursuit of ultimate knowledge.  Should we heed Victor’s warning about the dangers of pursuing knowledge to this extent?  If we are ever successful in obtaining these pieces of knowledge, will those discoveries enhance our lives or hinder them?  Explain.

16.  Briefly name and describe the DeLacey family.  Why are they included as part of the story?  Are they critical to the plot or character development?  Why or why not?  Could they have been dropped from the story without drastically harming the overall tale?

17.  If Victor had been able to catch up to the creature, would he have killed him?  How could he have done it?  Give proof of his mindset that demonstrates he would have been able to kill his own creation.  What do you think this says about Victor as a person?  Explain.
18.  Why didn’t Victor commit suicide? (He had many opportunities to do so.)

Did he have the strength of character to kill himself or was he too cowardly to do so?  Explain.  In your mind, is he a stronger or weaker character for not killing himself?

19.  Was Victor Frankenstein a victim?  Why or why not?  Does he deserve the reader’s sympathy or did he cause his own problems AND the problems of others?

20.  Which character suffered the most throughout the novel, Victor or the creature?  Explain your opinion with textual examples.

21.  Describe Elizabeth’s love for Victor.  Give 2-3 examples of how this love is illustrated.  In contrast, discuss Victor’s love for Elizabeth.  How is his love for her different from her love for him?  Did they share true love? Give examples.

22.  Discuss Walton’s search for a kindred spirit.  Does he find this in Victor?  How are he and Victor similar, and why do you believe Shelley focuses so inherently upon this?

23.  Discuss the theme of rescuing.  Give three examples of individuals who are rescued in the novel.  Why do you think Shelley decided to include these, and why are they significant to the novel?
24.  Is man inherently good?  Are we born without sin and then corrupted by society and the institutions of mankind – or are we born sinners?  What would Mary Shelley say about this?  Use her novel (or her life) as evidence.
25.  Who is more to blame for increased problems in schools, among teens, etc.?


-a lack of parenting


-the wrong type of parenting


-society and the messages it sends teens


-loneliness and/or alienation / a lack of love
26.  Aging and death are a part of the natural cycle; we will never find a way to avoid them.  How does Shelley address this statement in the novel? 


27.  Does everyone have the right to become a parent?  Why or why not?  What qualifications should a person have to have in order to become a parent?  Is there any realistic way our society could enforce this?  Or, would it be a direct violation of constitutional rights?  What other options are there for solving our society’s “lack of parenting” problem?  What would Shelley say about this?
28.  Is companionship as basic of a need as food or shelter?  Can a person survive without it?  How do you explain hermits or others who isolate themselves from society?  Where do you believe companionship should fall on Maslow’s hierarchy?
29.  Should parents, who make critical mistakes when raising their children, be held responsible for that child’s behavior later in life?  In general, are parents accountable for their children’s behavior?  What would Mary Shelley’s answer be to this question?  Does she hold Victor responsible for the creature’s actions?  Explain with textual evidence.
30.  Does Mary Shelley present one (or more) clear truths within this novel?  If so, what is it?  Would she believe truth is absolute, or would she argue that truth is relative?  How can you support this using her novel Frankenstein?  

31. What was Victor Frankenstein’s truth, and how willing was he to embrace this truth?  Use textual evidence as support.  In modern society, how willing are we to embrace the truth?
32.  In a general sense, does literature present truths or undermine them?  What about in Frankenstein?  Explain.
33.  As humans, how do we define what is good and what is evil?  How do the characters within Frankenstein define what is good and what is evil?  Both in a general sense, and within Frankenstein, how does point of view affect the presentation of good and evil?
34.  As humans, how do we make moral choices?  How does Shelley present this in the novel for the characters of Victor and the creature?  Where do we learn our morals?  
35.  In a general sense, what are the consequences of the choices we make in life?  How does Shelley tackle this question in the novel?  What is her answer?  
36.  In a general sense, in modern society, what is the difference between sin and crime, revenge and justice?  Explain how Shelley presents these differences within the novel, using textual evidence for support.
