
AP Lit & Comp
8/27 & 28 ‘19

1. Discussion:  “On the Dangers of 

Reading Fiction”

2. Dystopias 101

3. Small groups analyze chapters 1-4

4. For next class…



“On the Dangers of Reading Fiction”

• We’re going to do a quick practice Socratic 

seminar using these texts.

• Anyone can start by asking a question or making a 

point.  The idea is to speak to each other naturally 

(without raising hands) and actually dialogue about 

the ideas from the pieces. (Not just Q & A.)

• I generally don’t speak during Socratic seminars or 

other graded discussions, but sometimes (in the 

first few months) I will jump in to ask extension 

questions or make suggestions for how to proceed.



• It’s important that you get involved and let us 

hear your voice.  We’ll do tons of discussion in 

class this year, both formal and informal, and 

there will be a number of discussions later that 

you’ll lead and facilitate.

• If you’re shy or quiet or think no one cares to 

hear what you have to say, FORGET ABOUT 

IT!  

– Everyone needs to be heard.  The first few times 

you’ll need to force yourself to speak up, but then it 

will get much easier.



Let’s circle up.



Why do we read?

• I like how Crash Course answers these 

questions.  Let’s watch.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSYw502dJNY


Consider this…

• “You think your pain and your heartbreak are 

unprecedented in the history of the world, but 

then you read.  It was books that taught me that 

the things that tormented me most were the 

very things that connected me with all the 

people who were alive, or who had ever been 

alive.”

- James Baldwin



This is why I LOVE literature…

• In his book How to Read Novels Like a 

Professor, Thomas Foster says:

• “When Huck and Jim are floating south on 

their raft, where are we?  How is it that we 

can identify with a being as monstrous, 

literally, as John Gardner’s Grendel?...



This is why I LOVE literature…

• The novels we read allow us to encounter 
possible persons, versions of ourselves that we 
would never see, never permit ourselves to 
become, in places we can never go and might not 
care to, while assuring that we get to return home 
again…The give and take between creator and 
audience starts in the first line, runs through the 
last word, and causes the novel to stay in our 
minds long after we close the cover.”

-How to Read Novels Like a Professor, Thomas Foster



Dystopias: Definition

• Utopia: A place, state, or condition that is ideally 
perfect in respect of politics, laws, customs, and 
conditions.  

• Dystopia: A futuristic, imagined universe in which 
oppressive societal control and the illusion of a 
perfect society are maintained through corporate, 
bureaucratic, technological, moral, or totalitarian 
control. Dystopias, through an exaggerated worst-
case scenario, make a criticism about a current 
trend, societal norm, or political system. 



Characteristics of a Dystopian Society
•Notice how many apply to Brave New World

Propaganda is used to control the citizens of society.  

Information, independent thought, and freedom are restricted.  

A figurehead or concept is worshipped by the citizens of the 

society.  

Citizens are perceived to be under constant surveillance.  

Citizens have a fear of the outside world.  

Citizens live in a dehumanized state.  

The natural world is banished and distrusted.  

Citizens conform to uniform expectations. Individuality and 

dissent are bad.  

The society is an illusion of a perfect utopian world. 



Dystopian Protagonist

• often feels trapped and is struggling to escape. 

• questions the existing social and political systems. 

• believes or feels that something is terribly wrong 

with the society in which he or she lives. 

• helps the audience/readers recognize the negative 

aspects of the dystopian world through his or her 

perspective. 

• attempts to change the dystopic existence or 

escapes it



• London, England

• 600 years into Huxley’s future 

(approximately 

• Freedom, diversity, and conflict have been 

replaced by:

• efficiency, progress, and harmony

By mentioning the ten world controllers, 

Huxley implies that society in the entire world 

operates the same way as London.



Group up with those who had 

your chapter of BNW.

Share your findings with one 
another and decide what you’ll 
share out.



1. Plot details, new terms, and satire

-Take us through the important plot details 

and explain why you believe they’re 

significant.  

-Identify any new BNW terms that are 

introduced in this chapter and explain them 

to us.  Finally, provide us with several 

examples of satire and explain how they are 

helping Huxley drive home his message.



2. Character development and purpose, including

– Key characters, how they are developed, and what 

their purpose seems to be in your chapter.  

– Cite key quotes and or description said by /about 

that person (or people) which demonstrate 

character.



3. Use of language:  (including) diction, syntax, 

figurative language, imagery, and tone

-Discuss Huxley’s overall use of these 

techniques and then give key examples of 

each.

-Discuss HOW Huxley is using them to 

create a mood, an image, a feeling, etc.



Please turn in your individual 

prep work.



For next class…
• Complete the Lenina assignment on Classroom.

• Re-read chapters 7-9 and record your observations 
about setting.  

– What elements of setting is Huxley emphasizing and to 
what purpose?  

– You can find the setting questions to consider here.

• Also, consider character.  What do chapters 7-9 
reveal to us about Bernard, Lenina, and John’s 
character?

• What satire do you see happening?  Cite some 
examples and discuss how they are/aren’t effective.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qf5MBmqj9w64qPd0928Q-jdT94Uk3c0F2IQoulnV1Dk/edit?usp=sharing

