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1. “Advice to a Prophet”

2. Leading the Discussion chapters 

15-18

3. College application essay



Grab your TPCASTT for “Prophet”

• Take a moment to familiarize yourself with your analysis of 
the poem.

• Big things to consider:
-title meaning, significance?
-what’s the poem literally talking about?
-what deeper meanings does the poem hold?
-striking images or figurative language?
-shifts?
-tone?
-overall meaning or theme?

• Jump onto the shared doc on Classroom.  Start filling in 
your thoughts for any of the TPCASTT elements.

• We’ll break down this bad boy in about 20 minutes.



When you come, as you soon must, to the streets of our city,

Mad-eyed from stating the obvious,

Not proclaiming our fall but begging us

In God’s name to have self-pity,

Spare us all word of the weapons, their force and range,

The long numbers that rocket the mind;

Our slow, unreckoning hearts will be left behind,

Unable to fear what is too strange.

Nor shall you scare us with talk of the death of the race.

How should we dream of this place without us?–

The sun mere fire, the leaves untroubled about us,

A stone look on the stone’s face?

Speak of the world’s own change. Though we cannot conceive

Of an undreamt thing, we know to our cost

How the dreamt cloud crumbles, the vines are blackened by 

frost,

How the view alters. We could believe,

If you told us so, that the white-tailed deer will slip

Into perfect shade, grown perfectly shy,

The lark avoid the reaches of our eye,

The jack-pine lose its knuckled grip

On the cold ledge, and every torrent burn

As Xanthus once, its gliding trout

Stunned in a twinkling. What should we be without
The dolphin’s arc, the dove’s return,

These things in which we have seen ourselves and spoken?

Ask us, prophet, how we shall call

Our natures forth when that live tongue is all

Dispelled, that glass obscured or broken

In which we have said the rose of our love and the clean

Horse of our courage, in which beheld

The singing locust of the soul unshelled,

And all we mean or wish to mean.

Ask us, ask us whether with the worldless rose

Our hearts shall fail us; come demanding

Whether there shall be lofty or long standing

When the bronze annals of the oak-tree close.

“Advice to a Prophet” by Richard Wilbur



Chapters 15-18 discussions

To help us better hone in and understand the 
importance of Huxley’s ending chapters, you will lead 
discussion over chapters 15-18.

Choose a group of four people.  You will be assigned a 
section of one of the chapters 16-18.

Your group will lead the class in an approximately 10 
minute discussion of your section.

Your goal will be to deepen our understanding of your 
section and get your fellow classmates talking critically 
about the importance of this last section of the novel. 



Chapters 16-18 discussions

To do this, you will need to ask questions and get 
your classmates talking.  

The Goals of Discussion:
• 1. Clarification of what we’ve read (literal 

understanding of the text.)
• 2. Analysis and interpretation of what we’ve read 

((deeper understanding of the text)
• 3. Response to what we’ve read (connecting the 

text to what we know and think)
• 4. Connect to bigger, overarching themes, 

meaning of the work as a whole, author’s purpose



Some things to keep in mind:

• Think about what we’ve discussed in class so far, the ways 
that author’s create meaning in a text.

• Setting:  How does Huxley use setting in these last several 
chapters to enhance his meaning? (Think about the 
essential setting questions.)

• Character:  How does Huxley create meaning through his 
characters in BNW?  What might each of the main 
characters represent in the story (bigger ideas)?

• How does his use of style (diction, syntax, figurative 
language, irony, satire) create meaning?

• What overarching themes is he pushing his readers to 
consider?

• ALL ARE WORTHY DISCUSSION ITEMS



Use the remainder of today…

To prep with your group for leading 

discussion next class.

You’ll want to have prepared a series of 

questions or activities, etc. that will help 

get the class talking about your chapter 

of the novel.



Step One: Find out what the essay requirements 

are for the schools you’re interested in.  Bring 

those with you next time.

For you super-organized planners who’ve already 

applied, talk to your counselor about scholarships 

that might be a good match and use one of those 

prompts. (Look on Naviance.)

Not sure which college?  Write to one of the 

Common Application prompts.

COLLEGE APPLICATION ESSAY


