
AP Lit & Comp
9/9 & 9/10 ‘19

1. TPCASST & “Ode to Science”

2. Characterization elements

3. Discuss chapters 10-12 of BNW

4. Prep “The Man Who Spilled Light” 

for next class 



TPCASTT – Strategy #1

 Title – initial impressions/thoughts about the title’s 
meaning.

 Paraphrase the poem stanza by stanza.

 Mark the poem thoroughly for deeper meaning.  
CONNOTATION, so things like: personification, 
metaphor, simile, alliteration, allusion, etc.  How do 
these devices give the poem (or those specific lines) 
deeper meaning?  Bracket off to the side.

 What’s the attitude of the poem, and how do you 
know? (TONE)

 Where is the shift or shift(s) in the poem? 

 New thoughts about the title meaning?

 What about theme?  (overall meaning)

 How might the poem relate to Brave New World?



 Written when the Industrial Revolution was starting 

to make its way over from Europe and was really 

beginning to affect life in the eastern United States.

 We will learn a great deal more about sonnets 

another day, but for right now, note that this poem 

has 14 lines.

 Even though it’s printed like one giant stanza, it can 

actually be divided into three quatrains and a heroic 

couplet.

 Quatrain = four lines 

 Heroic couplet = concluding two lines

 The rhyme scheme alternates every other line (This 

is the standard MO for an English sonnet.)

Here’s some context for Poe’s sonnet



Science! true daughter of Old Time thou art! (A)

Who alterest all things with thy peering eyes. (B)

Why preyest thou thus upon the poet’s heart, (A)

Vulture, whose wings are dull realities? (B)

How should he love thee? or how deem thee wise, (C)

Who wouldst not leave him in his wandering (D)

To seek for treasure in the jewelled skies, (C)

Albeit he soared with an undaunted wing? (D)

Hast thou not dragged Diana from her car, (E)

And driven the Hamadryad from the wood (F)

To seek a shelter in some happier star? (E)

Hast thou not torn the Naiad from her flood, (F)

The Elfin from the green grass, and from me (G)

The summer dream beneath the tamarind tree? (G)

 WITH A PARTNER, COMPLETE A TPCASTT 
FOR THIS POEM

 DISCUSS AS A CLASS

Poe’s “Ode to Science”

T – initial title 

meaning

P – paraphrase 

literal

C – connotation 

(deeper meanings)

A – attitude 

(speaker’s tone)

S - shifts

T – reevaluate title

T – theme (poem’s 

overall meaning



Science! true daughter of Old Time thou art! (A)

Who alterest all things with thy peering eyes. (B)

Why preyest thou thus upon the poet’s heart, (A)

Vulture, whose wings are dull realities? (B)

How should he love thee? or how deem thee wise, (C)

Who wouldst not leave him in his wandering (D)

To seek for treasure in the jewelled skies, (C)

Albeit he soared with an undaunted wing? (D)

Hast thou not dragged Diana from her car, (E)

And driven the Hamadryad from the wood (F)

To seek a shelter in some happier star? (E)

Hast thou not torn the Naiad from her flood, (F)

The Elfin from the green grass, and from me (G)

The summer dream beneath the tamarind tree? (G)

 WITH A PARTNER, COMPLETE A TPCASTT FOR THIS POEM

 DISCUSS AS A CLASS

Poe’s “Ode to Science”



Paraphrase =Let’s try to paraphrase quatrain by 

quatrain.

What stylistic devices seem to be at play that help create 

deeper meaning?

Let’s identify attitude. Use your tone sheet.

Now SHIFT – is there a shift?  Where is it, and what 

does it do for the poem’s overall meaning?

New understanding of the title?

How about THEME?  What’s this poem’s deeper 

meaning? Why write it? For what purpose?

Points to consider



Does science have the potential to ruin or destroy our 

humanity?

If someone looks at life exclusively through a scientific 

lens, is he/she missing something?  What?

In the last section of BNW, Mustapha Mond will 

vehemently (and somewhat convincingly) argue that 

scientific progress trumps art, religion, creativity, even 

happiness.  Consider your thoughts on this.

Is Poe right about science?



CHARACTERIZATION

 After finishing our look at BNW, we will be 

boot camping characterization as a concept and 

really digging into the nitty gritty of how one 

critically analyzes character.

 Today, I want to just graze over a few 

characterization concepts.



Characters conflict with/relate to…

Digging into Literature, Wolfe and Wilder

SELF (internal conflict, values, motivations, 

desires)

OTHERS (doppelgangers, foils, rivals, allies)

ENVIRONMENT (setting, forces of nature, 

socio-economics, politics, biology)

DESTINY (purpose, aspirations, 

transcendence, self-actualization)

Conflict ALWAYS results in change.

Characters either submit to or rebel from that 

change.





Questions to ask when analyzing characters:

How are the characters physically described?

What language does the author use to describe their actions? 

Active? Lazy? Deliberate? Careless? Happy? Angry? 

Confident? Defeated? Arrogant? Judgmental? Ignorant?

How do characters talk? What might the style of language - the 

use of things like slang or archaisms - reveal about the characters 

who use the language?

Might the names the author gave to characters hold some 

significance?

Digging into Literature, Wolfe and Wilder



Questions to ask when analyzing characters:

What actions do the characters perform, particularly 

actions that seem contradictory or defy your 

expectations? 

Are there any contradictions to how characters behave 

or between how they think and act?

Can you identify the nature of a conflict or conflicts that 

involve the character? 

What does a focus on the nature of internal conflicts 

reveal about the possible deeper meanings of the story?

Digging into Literature, Wolfe and Wilder



For next class…
 Come prepped with five stellar discussion 

questions for chapters 10-15.  

◦ As you look back over this section of the 

reading, ask yourself what intrigued you?  

What’s worth talking about?

◦ Really hone in on characterization and author’s 

purpose:  why did Huxley include this, have 

that character do that, etc.?  Look at the 

language he uses with characters both in 

dialogue and description.

 Complete a TPCASTT for “The Man 

Who Spilled Light.”


