
AP Lit & Comp
10/10 & 10/11 ‘19



1. Drafts of college essays

2. Body paragraphs for 

BNW prompt

3. Look at prompt #2 & #3

4. One more round of 

practice

Today’s Agenda



▫ 1. If you’d like my feedback on your essay, 

please give it to me today and then sign up 

for a time to conference with me next week 

about your draft (probably about 10 

minutes.)

▫ 2. I’d prefer a print copy, but if you don’t 

have one, you can share it with me, along 

with a note asking me to print it out.

▫ 3. Please include the prompt, and write 

down what you’d like me to read for 

specifically (editing, narrative content, other 

specific content, etc.?)

3
COLLEGE APP 

ESSAY



▫ 1. Add your thesis statement and 

two topic sentences to the shared 

doc.

▫ 2. If you already did this, please 

check out the feedback I left for 

you.

▫ 3. We’ll look at these in a few 

minutes and then move on.

4
BNW Prompt #2



• Look over any comments I left for you regarding thesis and topic sentences.

-Choose one of your topic sentences to develop into a body paragraph, and 

then write that paragraph.

Remember to layer your body paragraph.  

Here’s a reminder of one way to do that.

1. T - Topic sentence (contains a claim from your thesis)

2. R – ready your reader for the first concrete example you will give the reader 

to support your topic sentence.

3. E – add that example

4. X – explain that example by analyzing it and explaining how it helps support 

your topic sentence.  

5. E – give a second example

6. X – explain that example

7. Connect back to theme (in your thesis)



BODY PARAGRAPH

Check these things:  1) does your body paragraph 

have a topic sentence that connects to the 

prompt? 2) have you blended in two solid 

examples and explained them? 3) have you 

connected back to theme?
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“
LET’S LOOK AT SOME OF YOUR 

THESIS STATEMENTS AND 

PARAGRAPHS.



Palestinian American literary theorist and cultural critic Edward Said has 

written that “Exile is strangely compelling to think about but terrible to 

experience.  It is the unhealable rift forced between a human being and 

native place, between the self and its true home:  its essential sadness can 

never be surmounted.”  Yet, Said has also said that exile can become “a 

potent, even enriching” experience.

Select a novel, play, or epic in which a character experiences such a rift and 

becomes cut off from “home,” whether that home is the character’s 

birthplace, family, homeland, or other special place.  Then write an essay in 

which you analyze how the character’s experience with exile is both 

alienating and enriching, and how this experience illuminates the meaning 

of the work as a whole.  You may choose a work from the list below or one 

of comparable literary merit.  Do not merely summarize the plot. 



Thesis: In the novel Brave New World, Aldous Huxley creates a futuristic society in which all 

individualism is gone revealing how conformity can restrict people’s ability to become their 

own person.  Huxley uses Lenina ́s visit to the Savage Reservation to convey how conformity 

causes characters to reach a point where they are no longer able to leave their comfort zone. 

Lenina was used to a society where everything was controlled by someone else. There were no 

individual thoughts and ideas. As Lenina entered the Savage Reservation, she was horrified 

and disgusted by what she saw. She was automatically alienated because she believed that she 

was above the life that these people lived. She was used to youth and good health, while in this 

new place she saw old age and disease. The Savage Reservation was uncivilized in her eyes. 

Lenina was absolutely horrified when she saw a mother breastfeeding her child. This concept 

was completely lost on her and she was unable to comprehend how having a mother would be 

normal to someone. Lenina’s need to be closed off and conform caused her to close out on 

the enriching experience of seeing a new place, different from her home. Lenina relied more 

on the way she was brought up and told to be rather than being her own individual person.  

(Connect back to theme HERE)



Thesis: Aldous Huxley’s controversial novel Brave New World depicts a futuristic society devoted to altruistic ideals and 

social conformity. Within it, Bernard is ostracized due to his questionable embryonic state and his trepidation of 

participating in practices typical of his community. Huxley’s inclusion of Bernard’s alienation ultimately reveals that 

individuality will not escape social conformity when the individual fails to place value on their differences. Bernard bathes 

in the popularity of bringing John back to the reservation, and cowardly pleads with Mustapha Mond to not be literally 

exiled, proving that Bernard fails to rid himself of societal views. After presenting John to London, the citizens celebrate 

Bernard and seem to immediately forget the suspected faults of Bernard’s creation. High on acceptance for the first time, 

Bernard disposes his unique values for those of the new peers around him. He participates proudly in polygamy with 

high up officials and even partakes in Soma. Additionally, he expects John to serve his purpose by attending events to 

make him the gatekeeper for the illustrious experience of meeting the savage, wholly encompassing the citivilized belief 

that everyone belongs to everyone else. Bernard cast aside his individuality without a second thought, signifying that he 

assigns no value to what separates him from the mindless machines of social conformity.

This trait inhibits him from ever escaping from London’s morals. At the end of the novel, he is literally exiled from the 

place which has been ostracizing him for years. Instead of indulging in this opportunity to pursue a free life with his own 

set of values, like Helmhotz, he desperately begs to be left in London. This cowardly action proves he is willing to 

sacrifice his individuality, which he attributes little worth, for a life of loneliness and feelings of insufficiency. He yearns

for the inclusion he experienced after he introduced John which was accompanied by his acceptance of societal values. 

Bernard associates these two as one, meaning his happiness, in his mind, will only be found by succumbing to society 

because this is the only circumstance where he has felt appreciated. Thus, his individuality is lost, and he will always value 

London’s morals as his first source of joy



“
NOW, LET’S LOOK AT ANOTHER 

ESSAY 3 PROMPT



The most important themes in literature are sometimes developed in 

scenes in which a death or deaths take place. Choose a novel or play 

and write a well-organized essay in which you show how a specific 

death scene helps to illuminate the meaning of the work as a 

whole. Avoid mere plot summary.

1. Which death scene will I use?

2. What is Huxley trying to say (big picture concepts)by including this 

scene?

3. HOW does he accomplish this?



1. I will send you a text when 

I’ve commented on your 

body paragraphs, so look 

back at yours when you get 

that.

2. Go to prompt #3 on 

Classroom and add a thesis 

and topic sentences.

3. Order/buy your copy of 

Frankenstein.

For next class…



In your group…

1. Hop onto the second 

DOC on Classroom.

2. Type in your thesis 

statement for this prompt.

3. Write the topic sentences 

for your body paragraphs.

4. Write your first body 

paragraph together.


