
AP Lit & Comp
10/14 & 10/15 ‘19



1. Last day of prep for OEQ 

for BNW

2. Look at samples / write 

body paragraph for 

prompt #3

3. OEQ essay tips

4. Begin character boot 

camp

Today’s Agenda



▫ Make sure you order the 

original 1818 edition of the 

novel.

▫ You should have it by Tues. 

Oct 22 (M) and Weds. Oct 

23 (G).

3 Get Frankenstein.



Each exam costs $94.00

Students must register and pay online at www.totalregistration.net/AP/061470

Scholarships are available for those in need – contact Ms. Rizzuto.

Students who took AP exams last year already have an account on this website. They 

just need to log-in. If they forgot their log-in information, they will have to request 

their password be sent to them from the website!

Deadline to register is Wednesday, November 13 at 11:59 PM

Late registration opens on Thursday, November 14 and runs through Friday, March 6 

at 11:59 PM.

There is a $40.00 additional late fee after November 13 ($134.00 per exam)

http://www.totalregistration.net/AP/061470


• Here’s a reminder of HOW to build a body paragraph.

1. T - Topic sentence (contains a claim from your thesis)

2. R – ready your reader for the first concrete example you will give the reader 

to support your topic sentence.

3. E – add that example

4. X – explain that example by analyzing it and explaining how it helps support 

your topic sentence.  

5. E – give a second example

6. X – explain that example

7. Connect back to theme (in your thesis)



▫ BNW Prompt #2

▫ Let’s look at a few of the body 

paragraphs you (and your 

classmates wrote.)

Palestinian American literary theorist and 

cultural critic Edward Said has written that “Exile 

is strangely compelling to think about but 

terrible to experience. It is the unhealable rift 

forced between a human being and native place, 

between the self and its true home: its essential 

sadness can never be surmounted.” Yet, Said 

has also said that exile can become “a potent, 

even enriching” experience.

Select a novel, play, or epic in which a character 

experiences such a rift and becomes cut off from 

“home,” whether that home is the character’s 

birthplace, family, homeland, or other special 

place. Then write an essay in which you analyze 

how the character’s experience with exile is both 

alienating and enriching, and how this 

experience illuminates the meaning of the work 

as a whole.



Thesis: Aldous Huxley’s controversial novel Brave New World depicts a futuristic society devoted to altruistic ideals and 

social conformity. Within it, Bernard is ostracized due to his questionable embryonic state and his trepidation of 

participating in practices typical of his community. Huxley’s inclusion of Bernard’s alienation ultimately reveals that 

individuality will not escape social conformity when the individual fails to place value on their differences. Bernard bathes 

in the popularity of bringing John back to the reservation, and cowardly pleads with Mustapha Mond to not be literally 

exiled, proving that Bernard fails to rid himself of societal views. After presenting John to London, the citizens celebrate 

Bernard and seem to immediately forget the suspected faults of Bernard’s creation. High on acceptance for the first time, 

Bernard disposes his unique values for those of the new peers around him. He participates proudly in polygamy with 

high up officials and even partakes in Soma. Additionally, he expects John to serve his purpose by attending events to 

make him the gatekeeper for the illustrious experience of meeting the savage, wholly encompassing the citivilized belief 

that everyone belongs to everyone else. Bernard casts aside his individuality without a second thought, signifying that he 

assigns no value to what separates him from the mindless machines of social conformity. This trait inhibits him from ever 

escaping from London’s morals. At the end of the novel, he is literally exiled from the place which has been ostracizing 

him for years. Instead of indulging in this opportunity to pursue a free life with his own set of values, like Helmholtz, he 

desperately begs to be left in London. This cowardly action proves he is willing to sacrifice his individuality, which he 

attributes little worth, for a life of loneliness and feelings of insufficiency. He yearns for the inclusion he experienced after 

he introduced John which was accompanied by his acceptance of societal values. Bernard associates these two as one, 

meaning his happiness, in his mind, will only be found by succumbing to society because this is the only circumstance 

where he has felt appreciated. Thus, his individuality is lost, and he will always value London’s morals as his first source 

of joy.



Thesis: In the futuristic novel Brave New World, by author Aldous Huxley, the main character, John, is trapped between 

a world built on savagery and a world of apathy. Although he was raised on a savage reservation, he is transported to the 

dystopian society of London. His exile in London teaches him that modernity doesn’t measure quality of life and that 

monogamous relationships are one of the building blocks on which a meaningful life is built. Huxley used this experience 

to enrich the novel holistically by showing that in order to find purpose in life, one must have meaningful relationships.

John’s “exile” in London and his pining for a utopia reveal how deeply his upbringing and saturation in Shakespearean 

works informs his identity and alienates him from London society. Although John believes at first that he has found his 

true home, as time goes on, however, he realizes how poorly his personal values line up those touted in London. When 

he first arrives, he is forced to go on many social outings in order to puff up Bernard Marx’s ego, including a visit to the 

boarding school. Eventually, John reaches his breaking point and refuse to go out to one of the most important events of 

Bernard’s career. Even after much coaxing on Bernard’s part, John refuse to leave his room, since he feels utterly and 

completely alienated from the social scene surrounding him. John also mentions that he is weary from constantly 

conforming to others’ expectations. He ultimately realizes that he cannot relate to those around him since their 

expectations of how society should run are too dissonant to be reconciled. Another instance of this occurs later that 

evening when Lenina Crowne retires to his room. While John held out hope that Lenina was pure and set apart from the 

rest of the world, this illusion crashes down around him when she brazenly asks him for sex. This behavior does not line 

up with all that John taught himself to believe throughout his readings of Shakespeare. Overall, John’s various encounters 

with those brought up in London show just how off-base his values are to those around him them, though they may have 

been the norm on the Savage Reservation of his upbringing. Connect back to theme.



The most important themes in literature are sometimes developed in 

scenes in which a death or deaths take place. Choose a novel or play 

and write a well-organized essay in which you show how a specific 

death scene helps to illuminate the meaning of the work as a 

whole. Avoid mere plot summary.

1. Which death scene will I use?

2. What is Huxley trying to say (big picture concepts)by including this 

scene?

3. HOW does he accomplish this?



1. Look at the thesis statement 

and topic sentences you 

wrote.

2. Make sure you have 

included a big picture 

theme.

3. Now, using the TREX(EX) 

model, compose a body 

paragraph that supports one 

of your topic sentences.

Jump onto the 

doc for prompt 

#3.



In the novel Brave New World, 

Aldous Huxley writes about a 

society where individualism is 

absent, which reveals how death 

is the only escape in a world 

where no one is allowed to be 

themselves. 

11

Here’s a thesis 

statement that 

follows the 

prompt and 

connects nicely 

to theme. 



The novel Brave New World by 

Aldous Huxley utilizes the notion 

of death to perpetuate the idea that 

it is the only escape from the 

conformity of society if one wishes 

to keep his or her their identity. 

This is exemplified in Huxley’s 

character John as his death is 

uniquely his own in a world that 

attempts to own everything 

including death.

12

Here’s a thesis 

statement that 

follows the 

prompt and 

connects nicely 

to theme. 



In the dystopian novel Brave 

New World, Aldous Huxley 

creates an emotionless and 

relationship less society, and 

uses the death of a mother, 

and her son’s reaction, to 

convey that without deep 

relationships, death is 

meaningless, and therefore 

life is as well.

13

Here’s a thesis 

statement that 

follows the 

prompt and 

connects nicely 

to theme. 



BODY PARAGRAPH

Check these things:  1) does your body paragraph 

have a topic sentence that connects to the 

prompt? 2) have you blended in two solid 

examples and explained them? 3) have you 

connected back to theme?

14



•Remember that essay #3 is all about theme.  

You MUST discuss the meaning of the work 

as a whole in this essay, or you can’t score 

above a 5.  Let’s look at a general rubric for 

essay #3 now.  

•MOWAW = meaning of the work as a 

whole.

•Remember:  this entire essay revolves around 

showing HOW the author uses specific 

instances, characters, etc. to demonstrate the 

theme you’re discussing.

•Theme is what your essay needs to focus on.  

Tie each paragraph back to that central idea.

15

OTHER 

TIPS FOR 

OEQ #3

https://docs.google.com/a/weldre4.k12.co.us/document/d/10dRc9_gzZa-vPS2c2dnn_sJ09HQQj4-Szv0n2TlUTjc/edit?usp=sharing


•Whenever possible, mention the important 

characters by name.  Chances are, pivotal 

characters are involved in delivering the book’s 

theme and thus warrant mentioning.

•While you don’t want a lot of plot summary, 

you should give enough details to bring your 

reader up to speed on what’s happening in the 

book. Provide enough explanation so you’re not 

just dropping character names with no 

explanation.

•You can assume the reader has read the book, 

but it’s also likely that he/she will appreciate a 

quick reminder of the basic plot and/or 

characters.



A good way to review…

1. Go back to Classroom under 

Brave New World and look for 

the themes slideshow.

2. Review themes and have 4-5 good 

ones ready to go (in your head.)

3. Review the thematic thesis 

template formula and TREX(EX) 

model for how to write body 

paragraphs.
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1. Make sure you’re familiar with the template for 

how to write a theme thesis statement (form you 

received in class.)

2. Look over themes for Brave New World and 

make sure you can articulate each well in a theme 

statement.

Open Ended Essay – AKA:  Essay #3



Who is your favorite literary 

character?

Spend four minutes writing about why 

you are drawn to this character. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9G6VeIRF3Rc

