
AP Lit & Comp
10/28 & 10/29 ‘19

1. Finish Romanticism / relevant lit terms

2. “The Letters”

3. “Rime of the Ancient Mariner”

4. Frankenstein reading schedule



REMIND ME…

What concepts are important to the Romantics?

What elements should you be on the lookout for?



Romanticism
• The five I’s

– Individual, inspiration, 
imagination, intuition, and 
idealism 

• People are born inherently 
good

• Emotions are important

• Nature is magnificent and 
healing

• Embrace the creative spirit

• Help your fellow humankind

• Nature cannot be controlled

• Romantic quest

• Consequences of pursing 
ultimate knowledge

Gothic
• Gloomy, supernatural 

settings

• Use of weather like 

lightning, storms, wind, 

even moonlight

• Darkness

• Spiritual or mental 

disintegration



• The Byronic hero is a melancholy and rebellious 
young man, distressed by a terrible wrong he 
committed in the past..

• Examples:  Bruce Wayne, Wolverine

• The Gothic hero – isolated either voluntarily or 
involuntarily

• The Villain – in most Gothic works, the villain is the 
epitome of evil, either due to a fall from grace or his 
own evil nature

• The Wanderer – the epitome of isolation, who 
wanderers the earth in perpetual exile, usually as a 
form of divine punishment 

Also watch for…



Juxtaposition
Juxtaposition:  placing two concepts, characters, ideas, or places near 

or next to each other so that the reader will compare and especially 

contrast them. 

General example:  Imagine a man walking a well-groomed poodle on 

a pink leash on one hand and a rough Rottweiler on a spiked collar 

on the other hand.  

• The juxtaposition could be shocking, humorous, or just plain 

strange.  JUXTAPOSITION calls attention to two distinctly 

different things by placing them right beside one another, or 

juxtaposing them.

• It’s a super-sophisticated literary term that you ABSOLUTELY 

need to know for the AP Lit exam.  

• If you can identify it in literature, you can then discuss HOW the 

poet or author uses it to create meaning.



Example of juxtaposition

Brave New World:  The clean, sterile, scientific society of 
London versus the dirty, traditional, natural savage 
reservation.

Opening lines from Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy:  
Happy families are all alike; every unhappy family is 
unhappy in its own way.

• Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.

• “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost)



LIT TERM REVIEW

• MOTIF a recurring image, word, phrase, action, idea, 
object, or situation used throughout a work (or in 
several works by one author), unifying the work by 
tying the current situation to previous ones, or new 
ideas to the theme. 

• Example:  In his novel The Scarlet Letter, Hawthorne 
continually portrays the scarlet letter to the reader, 
even going so far as to imply that Pearl is the human 
embodiment of the letter.

• Another example:  Aldous Huxley uses parody in the 
form of hypnopaedic proverbs throughout Brave New 
World to show the values of his new world’s culture.



Magical realism
• A style or genre of fiction in which magical elements 

are blended into a realistic atmosphere in order to 

access a deeper understanding of reality.  

• These magical elements are explained like normal 

occurrences that are presented in a straightforward 

manner which allows the “real” and the “fantastic” to be 

accepted in the same stream of thought.

• One critic defines magical realism as, “what happens 

when a highly detailed, realistic setting is invaded by 

something too strange to believe.”

• As you’re reading, keep an eye out for magical realism.



The Letters

• With a partner, QUICKLY look back through the letters to

remind yourself what each was about.

• Even though there are many to choose from, pick ONE 

quote or brief passage from EACH letter which you feel 

embodies the  overall purpose of that letter.  Jot it down or 

mark in your book, and be ready to share and explain.

• Why include this section, if you’re Shelley?

• Who is this Walton dude?  Good guy?  Arrogant-over-the-

top self-grandioser?  Or, is there more to him than meets the 

eye?

• We will share ideas in a few minutes.



Just for fun…



HERE’S AN ALBATROSS…



Seriously, why this poem?
• This poem was one of the inspirations for 

Shelley to write the novel.  In fact, she even 

borrowed lines from the poem and 

incorporated them within her story.

• Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772–1834 )

• English lyrical poet, critic, and philosopher, 

whose Lyrical Ballads, written with William 

Wordsworth, started the English Romantic 

movement.

• Remember, Frankenstein is considered a 

quintessential example of Romanticism in 

novel form.

• Although Coleridge’s poetic achievement was 

small in quantity, he’s earned a reputation as 

an authentic visionary.



For next class…
• For next class, read “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” in its 

entirety.

• This is a lengthy narrative poem.  I’ve posted it on Classroom AND 

on our website.  Annotate on the paper copy I’m giving you today to 

help yourself understand what’s happening in the poem.  Also mark 

places that are confusing.

• Here’s a link for the poem’s audio.  

• Your main objective when reading this for next class is to figure out 

what’s going on in the poem.  (Annotate the following)

– Who is the poem’s speaker?

– What is he doing?

– What are his goals?

– What obstacles does he encounter along the way?

– How does it all turn out, in the end?

http://www.loudlit.org/audio/mariner/pages/01_01_mariner.htm

