
AP Lit & Comp
10/4 & 10/7 ‘19

1. College application first 

draft due next class.  

2. Partner and then individual 

practice of how to write the 

OEQ essay



COLLEGE APPLICATION ESSAY

• This assignment description is posted at the top of 

our Classroom page.

• You won’t submit anything there until the FINAL 

draft.

• Next class, you should have access to your DOC 

and please also bring a printed copy, as you’ll need 

it for one of the workshop processes we’ll use.

• Please include the prompt you’re writing to at the 

top of the document.



COLLEGE APPLICATION ESSAY

• Let’s look at the rubric together.

• Remember, the purpose of this essay is for you to 

craft your actual college application essay (or a 

scholarship essay.)

• Thus, you’ll need to write to a specific prompt.

• SHOW vs. TELL

• Keep desirable college student personality traits in 

mind.  Your story needs to show you possess them.



RECAP

• Essay #3 is all about theme -

MOWAW (meaning of the work as a 

whole.)

• Once you’ve read the prompt for 

essay #3, you should immediately 

begin to think about themes from the 

work and HOW you’ll connect them 

to the prompt.

• Write a theme statement using the 

theme you’ve chosen and then tweak 

it to make it a thematic thesis 

statement. (Use the template.)



BNW Themes

• Use the slideshow on Classroom (BNW themes) to remind yourself 

of themes from the novel.

• Here are a few examples.

• The dystopian novel, Brave New World by Aldous Huxley depicts a society removed 

from nature and influenced by technology, revealing how technology can ruin humans’ 

relationship with nature.

• The novel Brave New World by Aldous Huxley portrays extreme concepts of black and 

white thinking through both the civilization and the savage reservation in which both 

societies fail to achieve utopia, revealing how important the concept of compromise and 

the ability to think between the lines is in order to achieve stability. 

• The novel Brave New World by Aldous Huxley reflects upon a society where no one has 

individuality and reveals that technology can be used to control individuals.

• The controversial novel Brave New World by Aldous Huxley depicts a dystopian society 

without free will which reveals eradication of conflict in pursuit of a utopia causes the truly 

meaningful experiences to lose value.



Here’s the prompt 

Novels and plays often depict a character caught 

between colliding cultures whether they are 

regional, ethnic, religious, or institutional. Such 

collisions can call a character's sense of identity 

into question.  Select a character from Brave New 

World who responds to such a cultural collision. 

Describe the character's response and explain its 

relevance to the work as a whole.

Work as whole = theme (MOWAW)
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Task List:  What do I need to do to write this essay?

Novels and plays often depict a character caught between colliding cultures whether they are 

regional, ethnic, religious, or institutional. Such collisions can call a character's sense of identity 

into question.  Select a character from Brave New World who responds to such a cultural 

collision. Describe the character's response and explain its relevance to the work as a whole.

So…what do I need to figure out first to write this essay?

1. Which character will I choose?

2. What is the “cultural collision” this character experiences and how does it impact his/her 

identity? 

3. How could this character’s response to that cultural collision help Huxley deliver one of his 

novel’s themes? (so I have to pick a theme from BNW)

4. How do I write this into a thesis statement?

5. Work through steps 1-4 and figure out and write down your thoughts for #’s 1-4 above.  

Your end goal is a strong thesis statement for this prompt.



Here’s a sample thesis

In the novel Brave New World, Aldous Huxley uses 

the character of Lenina to contemplate the importance 

of moral values in a society, ultimately revealing that a 

society lacking free thought and individuality is bound 

to become one without moral values. 

SO…my essay will need to PROVE that this statement 

I’m asserting is true.

My thesis will serve as my intro paragraph.  There’s no 

need to write a fancy intro, unless you have time and 

can do so easily.



“

In the novel Brave New World, Aldous Huxley 

uses the character of Lenina to explore the 

importance of moral values in a society, 

ultimately revealing that a society lacking free 

thought and individuality is bound to become 

one without moral values.

So…I have to decide what examples I will use to 

SHOW/PROVE that Lenina helps the reader 

see the importance of moral values in a society 

and ultimately, if people aren’t individuals, they 

will lose all values. 

Whew!  I got this!



PRACTICE!

➝Find a partner.

Share your thesis statements with each other and 

choose which one you like the best.

Add it to the shared doc on Classroom.  

➝Now, decide what evidence from the novel you’ll use 

as support.

Your thesis statement will be your introductory 

paragraph.  

Your support will be your body paragraphs.

Write at least two strong topic sentences for your 

support.

Add those to the doc.



BODY PARAGRAPHS / TREX or CEC

➝Each body paragraph will have a topic sentence that 

clearly states your example.

➝This will be followed with at least two concrete 

examples that prove your thesis statement.

➝SO…it will look something like this:

⇾1. Topic sentence – which connects to thesis

⇾2. Ready your reader for your first concrete example

⇾3. E – give that example

⇾4. eXplain/interpret that example

⇾5. Connect it to your theme (here or end of paragraph)

⇾6. Transition to 

⇾6. Example #2

⇾7. eXplain/interpret that example.

⇾8. Connect it to your theme.

⇾9. Write a concluding sentence ONLY if you have time.



BODY PARAGRAPHS

➝P1:  Lenina’s shock and horror at the reservation (her cultural 

collision).  She’s horrified by things our society holds sacred, 

like mothers, family, breastfeeding, homes.

➝Explain HOW her collison SHOWS the reader how important 

these values are and how Lenina’s culture has lost them 

completely due to their loss of individuality/forced conformity.

➝P2:  Lenina and John’s clash with each other over monagamy 

vs. promiscuity – paints a distasteful picture for the reader of 

how a society lacking moral values about sexual relationships 

would look AND how Lenina became that way due to rigid 

social conditioning and a lack of individuality.

➝P3: Lenina’s interactions with John begin to affect her.  While 

she was either unaffected or horrified by nature at the start of 

the novel, she begins to notice the moon and when she sees 

John at the end, “tears run down her cheek.” He has impacted 

her identity.



BODY PARAGRAPHS

➝Body paragraph #1:

➝Partway through his novel, Huxley introduces the reader, and his 

main characters, to an entirely new setting.  The character of 

Lenina, who has been raised in the sterile, cold, scientifically-

advanced dystopia of London, travels to a savage reservation in 

New Mexico.  In this setting, Lenina is shocked and horrified when 

she encounters dirt, disease, age, and discomfort.  This cultural 

collison reveals to the reader how sheltered Lenina has been in her 

life and how blindly conformed she is to society’s rigid, dystopian 

standards.  Lenina shudders and covers her eyes when she observes 

a mother breastfeeding her baby, horrified that this culture has 

“mothers,” homes, and emotional relationships. By showing 

readers Lenina’s reaction to something their society deems as 

precious, Huxley helps convey how Lenina has no connection with 

meaningful human emotions.  Her shock disgusts readers, and they 

realize that Lenina’s conditioning has prevented her from being an 

individual, and without that individuality, her human existence is 

not truly meaningful.    



The meaning of some literary works is often 

enhanced by sustained allusion to myths, the 

Bible, or other works of literature. Select a 

literary work that makes use of such a sustained 

reference. Then write a well-organized essay in 

which you explain the allusion that 

predominates in the work and analyze how it 

enhances the meaning of the work as a whole.

Essay #3 Sample Prompts



I’d first need to think of a work that I’d use.

Let’s say I choose Brave New World.

What theme can I tie this prompt to from 

Brave New World?

Now, I’ll need to write a thematic statement, 

and then make it a thesis statement.

To address this prompt…



The meaning of some literary works is often 

enhanced by sustained allusion to myths, the 

Bible, or other works of literature. Select a 

literary work that makes use of such a sustained 

reference. Then write a well-organized essay in 

which you explain the allusion that 

predominates in the work and analyze how it 

enhances the meaning of the work as a whole.

Here’s the prompt again…



Brainstorm…

Huxley uses MANY allusions to Shakespeare in Brave New World.

Why?

How can I tie that into a theme?

Maybe:  the past is an important part of the human experience, we 

learn from the past, Shakespearian works are old, Shakespearian 

plays focus heavily on human emotion and relationships. 

Thematic statement:  emotions and relationships are integral parts 

of the human experience

Thematic statement:  Symbols of the past, and the past itself, are 

essential to building a strong future.  



Now the thesis…

In his novel Brave New World, Aldous Huxley repeatedly alludes 

to the works of William Shakespeare revealing that strong emotions 

and relationships are essential to the human experience, and 

without them, humanity is lost.

In the dystopian novel Brave New World, Aldous Huxley utilizes 

the works of William Shakespeare to illustrate the importance of 

reflecting on and learning from the past.

So, how do I write the essay?



Essay structure:

In his novel Brave New World, Aldous Huxley repeatedly 

alludes to the works of William Shakespeare revealing that 

strong emotions and relationships are essential to the human 

experience, and without them, authentic humanity is lost.

I will need to prove the above claim.  

I’ll need 2-3 strong examples from the novel to help me do 

this, AND I’ll need to connect each back to theme.

Let’s look at the prompt again.



In his novel Brave New World, Aldous Huxley repeatedly alludes to the 

works of William Shakespeare revealing that strong emotions and 

relationships are essential to the human experience, and without them, 

authentic humanity is lost.

My first paragraph will need to explain the setting and overall story of Brave 

New World, WITHOUT going into too much plot.  

I can do this by discussing John and his love for Shakespeare and how he 

brings it to the new world. (Maybe use Romeo and Juliet example) and talk 

about how it represents true love to John.) – he wants that with Lenina. 

Tie back to theme:  Through John’s fascination with Romeo and Juliet, 

Huxley reveals to the reader that John will not be satisfied with the empty, 

superficial relationships of this new world because they are not authentic 

human experiences.



My second paragraph could then focus on how John keeps remembering the 

story of Othello.  I could explain this and then connect to theme:  (Mustapha 

Mond tells John that this new world could not understand Othello because 

they have no real emotions and don’t ever experience any difficulties.) Here, 

Huxley’s use of Shakespeare again illustrates the significance of emotion and 

relationships.

John insists that he wants all the bad that comes with real emotion (and 

Othello)

Paragraph three could look at John as a tragic hero (which all of 

Shakespeare’s plays contain.)



Now it’s your turn!



For next class…

Finish the first draft of your college application essay 

and bring it with you to next class.

Finish up your first body paragraph in the shared 

DOC on Classroom, and look for my comments. 


