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1. Look at Frankenstein Dialectical 

Journal requirements / examples

2. “Rime of the Ancient Mariner” 

group analysis



Join AP Classroom

http://www.collegeboard.org

Join code = 9JD2JX

Carly, Tessa, Oakley, and 

Bryan

http://www.collegeboard.org/


What is a Dialectical Journal?

In a literal sense, a DJ is a document where you select 

passages from the text and then comment upon the passage’s 

meaning AND notice details about the author’s craft.

The overall goal of keeping this type of journal is to record 

what you are thinking as you are reading, so that your 

impressions, questions, and ideas about the text are not lost.

It also helps you read interactively and converse with the text, 

all while close reading and really honing in on author’s craft 

(which is one of the big goals of AP Lit.)



Let’s look at the DJ (Dialectical Journal) 

requirements for Frankenstein.

� Complete DJs for chapters 1-6 & then 

chapters 19-24 (note the due dates on 

the reading schedule.)

https://classroom.google.com/u/0/w/NDEyODUyMDI5MDVa/t/all


DJ’s for Frankenstein

�Two entries per chapter

�You’re completing a DJ for the first chunk of reading (chapters 1-6) 

and the final section (chapters 19-24) – see the reading schedule.

�Choose well-selected quotes and indicate that you are thinking 

insightfully and interacting with the text. (Aim for about a paragraph of 

commentary per entry.)  

�Please be mindful of spreading out your entries.  That is, if you’re 

assigned 40 pages of text, choose your entries from various parts of that 

reading.

�*The assignment details and instructions are on Classroom.



Include in your entries

�Specifically note the elements of Romanticism

�Specifically note the use of Gothicism in the text.

�Specifically note allusions to “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner.”

�Specifically note allusions to the myth of Prometheus.

�Specifically note passages that reflect on Mary Shelley’s own life experiences.

�Look at the text from a feminist perspective:  how are female characters 

developed?  How are they portrayed?  How is this reflective of the time?  If Mary 

Shelley’s mother was such a strong feminist, why are Shelley’s female characters 

developed the way they are?

�Look at some aspect of Mary Shelley’s writing style.  So this could be her 

diction, her sentence structure, her use of specific literary devices, her tone, etc.



Other ideas for entries

�1. Quotes that reveal significant details about characterization (this could be just 

good character description, details that surprised you; characterization that seems out 

of the ordinary for the character; characterization that marks an important change in 

the character, etc.)

�2. Passages that you feel a strong reaction to – this could include areas that cause you 

to feel confusion, anger, agreement, disagreement…etc.  You can also include 

questions you have as you’re reading here.

�3. Passages or lines that include especially resonant (strong) description – record the 

passage on the left side of your journal, and then comment about that description on 

the right hand side.  What techniques/literary devices does the author use to create 

this passage?  What makes it strong writing?

�4. Lines or passages that reveal symbolism, motifs, or themes



Other ideas for entries

�5. Specific examples of the author’s style – again, write out the line and 

then comment upon it on the right hand side.

�6.  Start with a quotation from a chapter and comment on it – connect 

it to something larger than the book itself.  Why is it important to 

society or to the human condition in a universal sense?

�7.  Read between the lines: Sometimes it’s what characters don’t say 

that matters.  Cite a passage and explain what’s really going on.  Show 

how you know this.

�8.  Cite and explain an ironic passage.  How does irony function / 

enhance meaning in this work?



Let’s look at the poem... 
You are going to teach us your section of the 

poem by focusing on:

1. Plot summary

2. Themes

3. The supernatural

4. Romantic elements

5. Structure and form



By next class, you’ll need to be ready to teach your section to the class.  If you’d 

like to use slides or a Prezi, etc. as a visual aid, you may.  However, you can also 

just talk us through the poem.  Type your section of the poem onto a slide (or 

some kind of visual.)

Make sure everyone in your group has something to say.

Part I:    Landon, Christian P.        Part VII:  Ms. H

Part II:   Tehya, Alex

Part III:  Tessa, Chase, Carly

Part IV:  August, Christian S.

Part V:   Oakley, Richelle

Part VI:  Kate, Bryan, Brookelle

Group Analysis of the poem:  M4



By next class, you’ll need to be ready to teach your section to the class.  If you’d 

like to use slides or a Prezi, etc. as a visual aid, you may.  However, you can also 

just talk us through the poem.  Type your section of the poem onto a slide (or 

some kind of visual.)

Make sure everyone in your group has something to say.

Part I:   Adam, Gabe, Madeline Part VII:  Maris, Evan, Breelyn

Part II:  Charlie, Carryn

Part III: Grant, Bennett, Eric

Part IV: Josh, Amanda 

Part V:   Ashley, Lukas, Hannah

Part VI:  Sydney, Neva

Group Analysis of the poem:  G2



For next class…
• You should be working on reading 

chapters 1-6 of Frankenstein and 

completing the DJ’s.  

• Have your section of the poem ready to 

teach.


