
AP Lit & Comp 
11/19 & 11/20 ‘19 

1. Prose passage analysis – 

Thanksgiving turkeys 



M4:  SONNETS 

• We will put sonnets up on the document camera 

for all to see your annotations. 

• Take us through the poem, bit by bit, explaining 

deeper meaning. 

• Focus on the SIFT elements, but you should also 

look at any other techniques that help create 

meaning, for example:  diction, enjambment/end 

stop, punctuation, rhyme scheme, syntax, etc. 



The Creature… 
• With a partner, add details to the chart on the board about the 

creature. 

• Give specific actions and textual evidence as support. 

• When looking at his changes, write down specific motivators. 

Discuss the points below. 

– How does self realization happen for the creature? 

– How is his “blank slate” colored in? 

– Is he to blame for his negative actions? 

– Do you think Shelley wants us to feel a certain way about 

him? 



Turkey saves the day 

•To start learning 

about how to write a 

prose analysis essay, 

we’re going to make 

a hand turkey! 

 

•You are welcome! 



Your final product will look this this. 



STEP ONE:   

• Draw a hand turkey on your paper.  Make 

it large enough to write in. 

 

• Take a few minutes to carefully read the 

prompt and passage I’m giving you.  

Annotate the passage to answer the 

prompt. 



THE PROMPT   
• The excerpt below is from Mary Shelley’s 

novel Frankenstein.  Read the selection 

carefully.  Then in a well-organized essay, 

analyze how Shelley uses literary elements 

and devices such as—characterization, point-

of-view, setting, diction, or tone, etc.—to 

demonstrate the complex relationship 

between Victor Frankenstein and his 

creation.   

• . 



How do I do this?   
• First thing you will always need to do with AP 

prompts (that aren’t the open-ended essay), is find 

THE HEART OF THE PROMPT. 

• The heart of the prompt is simply the nitty gritty 

question that is being asked. 

• What is that question in this passage? 

• Yes!  HOW does Shelley demonstrate the complex 

relationship between Victor and the creature? 

• NOTE:  you never have to use the devices given in 

the prompt. 



How do I do this?   
• SO…take a few minutes to jot down as much as 

possible from the passage that shows the 

complexity of their relationship. 

• I usually just jot down something like this: 

• The relationship is complex because =  

• Then I create my list that addresses the above. A 

good place to start might be… 

• The creature’s attitude toward Victor 

• Victor’s attitude toward the creature 



• The relationship is complex because =  

• Then I create my list that addresses the above. A good 

place to start might be… 

• The creature’s attitude toward Victor 

• Victor’s attitude toward the creature 

• HOW does she show their attitudes? 

• Is it through their thoughts? If so, choose a 

thought or two to use as proof (you can call this 

inner dialogue) 

• Is through dialogue? (Cite a line or two that 

demonstrates it well.) 

• Perhaps it’s word choice or tone; cite those 

examples. 



THESIS 101 

1. Read the prompt.   

2. Begin by stating the name of the work and 

the author.  “In the excerpt from Mary 

Shelley’s novel Frankenstein, …” 

3. Mentally answer the question the prompt is 

asking. 

4. Put your answer in writing in your thesis 

statement. 



THESIS 101 

In the excerpt from her novel Frankenstein, 

Mary Shelley creates an emotionally fervent 

relationship between her main character 

Victor Frankenstein and the being he has 

created.  Shelley utilizes inner dialogue, 

diction, and tone to demonstrate the 

complexity of the relationship between 

creator and creation. 



STEP TWO:   

• Write a defensible thesis statement (which 

addresses the heart of the prompt) in the 

body of the turkey, BUT write it upside 

down.  

• Yes, upside down. 



STEP THREE:   

• NOW, label each finger/feather/line – reason 

1, reason 2, reason 3, etc.  

• Of course the number of fingers/feathers/ lines 

will depend on the number of your supports 

(claims/topic sentences.) 

• For today, I would strive to have at least three 

reasons. 

 



• Take a minute or two to think about HOW you 

will introduce your first “reason.” 

• This will be that paragraph’s topic sentence. 

• With my example, I could do something like this.  

“Shelley carefully uses both characters’ inner 

dialogue to help the reader understand the varying 

emotions each is experiencing. 

• OR 

• “Shelley develops Victor Frankenstein’s dialogue to 

reflect the intense anger and hatred he feels for the 

life he has created.”  

 



STEPS 4 & 5:   

• Invert the turkey. Now the defensible thesis statement 

is right-side-up! 

• At the end of each finger/feather/line write an 

insightful topic sentence that directly supports the 

defensible thesis statement.  

• Check to see if your insightful topic sentence follows 

the finger/feather/line back to the defensible thesis 

statement. If it does, then a line of reasoning has been 

started.  



STEPS 4 & 5:   

• Invert the turkey. Now the defensible thesis statement 

is right-side-up! 

• At the end of each finger/feather/line write an 

insightful topic sentence that directly supports the 

defensible thesis statement.  

• Check to see if your insightful topic sentence follows 

the finger/feather/line back to the defensible thesis 

statement. If it does, then a line of reasoning has been 

started.  



STEPS 6 & 7:   
• On a separate sheet of paper, write out the rest of the 

paragraph thereby establishing a line of reasoning.   

• Blending in literary evidence (snippets of quotes) 

combined with personal commentary in a unified 

paragraph completes each finger/feather/line of 

reasoning. 

• If literary devices have been used effectively in 

combination with personal commentary, then it’s time to 

break out the scissors. Cut out each paragraph and glue 

each paragraph below the insightful topic sentence. 



STEP 8:   
• Read the essay as a whole. Are the fingers/feathers/lines 

in the right order? Might a rearranging bring stronger 

clarity or rhetorical power?  

• How might you work effective transitions between the 

arguments?  

• Think about revision and positioning to make your essay 

stronger. 

• Add color to aesthetically enhance your turkey. 



For after break…  

• Remember to finish reading the novel over 

break and complete your DJ’s for chapters 

19-24.  


