
AP Lit & Comp
1/13 & 1/14 ‘20

1. 15 minutes to work on “What’s on Your 

Plate?”

2. Characterization

3. Discuss Book the Second, ch. 1-5

4. Chekhov’s “The Lady and the Pet Dog”



SATDO: Methods of Indirect Characterization

S = what the character SAYS and how she/he says it (diction, syntax, 

figurative language, dialect, etc.)

A = appearance/environment = what the character looks like / spends 

his or her time

T = private thoughts = what the character thinks; tied to point of view.

D = does/actions = what the character DOES

O = what others say/think = public and private opinion of the 

character by others in the work.



Characters conflict with/relate to…

● SELF (internal conflict, values, motivations, desires)

● OTHERS (doppelgangers, foils, rivals, allies)

● ENVIRONMENT (setting, forces of nature, socio-

economics, politics, biology)

● DESTINY (purpose, aspirations, transcendence, 

self-actualization)

• Conflict always results in CHANGE.

• Characters either SUBMIT to or REBEL against these 

changes.





Look closely at these things…

• Analyze characters in terms of the narrator’s TONE (attitude) toward them.

• Look closely at the DICTION (word choice) the narrator uses.

• Consider the CONNOTATIONS of the words the narrator uses to describe 

the character.

• Is the narrator OMNISCIENT? If so, why does the narrator report that 

character’s interior life?

• Look for the difference between how a character perceives or expresses 

himself and the narrator’s attitude toward that character. That difference 

is IRONIC.

• Is the narrator positive, negative, or neutral toward the character?

• Does the narrator consider the character a hero or a fool? A saint or a sinner? 

A hypocrite?

• Is the narrator reliable?



Characterization

• Jarvis Lorry: 

• A gentleman of about sixty, well-dressed 

• Dressed all in brown (symbolizes he kind of blends in, doesn’t get 

excited about much, no strong emotions)

• Flaxen wig

• Very orderly and methodical looking, has a watch at his waistcoat

• Everything about him is in order

• His suit is well-worn but well-kept

• -Moist, bright eyes (indicates compassion)

• His face is not very aged (bears little signs of anxiety because all he’s 

ever dealt with are work problems which he isn’t tied to emotionally.)



Characterization

• Who is this weird Jerry Cruncher guy?  What’s his job? What about 

the strange message he delivers to Jarvis Lorry?

• Jerry is a “porter,” a messenger for Tellson’s Bank.

• He brings a piece of paper to Jarvis Lorry which says “Wait in Dover 

for Mademoiselle.”

• Jarvis Lorry will give Jerry a response back of “recalled to life”- which 

Jerry needs to take back to Tellson’s Bank.

• Jerry has deep set black eyes which are close together and very spiky 

black hair.  He seems gruff, hoarse, and confused by the message.

• In literature, close-set eyes many times indicate that a character is 

sinister or untrustworthy.



Characterization

• Lucie Manette – physical description? personality characteristics so 

far?

• A young lady of no more than seventeen

• Very fair and has golden hair, big blue eyes (innocence)

• Seems very kind-hearted and easily distressed

• Swoons at the news that her father is still alive but wants to go meet 

him right away

• She is accompanied by her governess (nurse) Miss Pross

• She is expected to stop her life and completely devote herself to 

caring for the father she never knew.

• Is Dickens stereotyping Lucie to be a typical “passive” woman of this 

time period?



Monsieur Defarge - bull-necked, martial-looking man of about thirty,

dark hair, wide-set eyes, good looking (wine shop owner)

Looks stubborn, strong-willed and purposeful

• Madame Defarge - always seen knitting

– An eye that observed and saw everything

– Cool and collected, doesn’t show any emotion

– Darkly defined eye brows, big earrings, scarf around her head

• Jacques – CODE name for a member of the group secretly planning 

the revolution

• Jacquerie (JOCK ER RAW) – the secret society of citizens who are 

planning the upcoming revolution.  Monsieur Defarge is one of the 

leaders of the Jacquerie.

Saint Antoine and the Wine Shop



Symbolism in Book the First

• The wine spilling in chapter 5 (Why include this 

scene?  What purpose does it serve in the story?)

• Recalled to Life?  



Grab your Disc Q’s for 1-5
• Take a couple of minutes to look over the questions you 

wrote.

• Let’s circle up and take about 20 minutes to discuss this 

next section of the novel.

– Really hone in on characters:  Charles Darnay, Sydney Carton, 

the state of Dr. Manette, Jarvis Lorry, Lucie Manette.  

– Who’s this C.J Stryver guy?

– Why describe the two witnesses that testify against Darnay (Roger 

Cly and John Barsad?)

– What kinds of complications is Dickens creating in this section?

– Symbolism?



Let’s do a little critical discussion…

• 1. Consider the following assessment of the story:  “No excuses 

can be made for the lovers’ adulterous affair.  They behave 

selfishly and irresponsibly.  They are immoral—and so is the 

story.”  Explain what you think Chekhov’s response to this view 

would be, given his treatment of the lovers in the story.  How 

does this compare with your own views?

• 2. Why is it significant that the setting of this story is a resort 

town?  How does the vacation atmosphere affect the action?

• 3. What does Gurov’s view of women reveal about him?  Why 

does he regard them as an “inferior race”?



Let’s do a little critical discussion…

• 4. What do we learn about Gurov’s wife and Anna’s husband?  Why do 

you think Chekhov includes this explanation?  How does it affect our 

view of the lovers?

• 5. When and why do Gurov’s feelings about Anna begin to change?  Is 

he really in love with her?

• 6. What is the effect of having Gurov as the central consciousness in the 

story?  How would the story be different if it were told from Anna’s 

perspective?

• 7. Based on your understanding of the characterization of Gurov and 

Anna, consider the final paragraph of the story and summarize what you 

think will happen to them.

• 8. Explain what you see as the theme of Chekhov’s story.



For next class…

• Read “The Lady with the Pet Dog” by Joyce Carol Oates


