
AP Lit & Comp
1/15 & 1/16 ‘20

1. Discussion circles and comparison of 

Chekhov’s and Oates’s stories.

2. Debrief prose essay prompt for Under the Feet 

of Jesus

3. For next class, read chapters 6-9 of Book the 

Second



In your table 

groups…create a 

shared doc.

○Add everyone’s 

names.

○As you discuss 

each question, jot 

down the initials of 

each responder 

and a highlight of 

their contributions

○Come up with 

highlights your 

group will share out 

from each of the 

questions.



Remind codes for semester 2

If you were in the same color section (maroon/gold) last 

semester, there’s no need to re-register.

If your color is different, however, make sure you register 

for the correct day.

Text to 81010

M2 = @fek76g

G4 = @89chcc



Let’s do a little critical discussion…

○1. Consider the following assessment of the story:  “No excuses can 

be made for the lovers’ adulterous affair.  They behave selfishly and 

irresponsibly.  They are immoral—and so is the story.”  Explain what 

you think Chekhov’s response to this view would be, given his 

treatment of the lovers in the story.  How does this compare with your 

own views?

○2. Why is it significant that the setting of this story is a resort town?  

How does the vacation atmosphere affect the action?

○3. What does Gurov’s view of women reveal about him?  Why does 

he regard them as an “inferior race”?



Let’s do a little critical discussion…

○4. What do we learn about Gurov’s wife and Anna’s husband?  Why do you think 

Chekhov includes this explanation?  How does it affect our view of the lovers?

○5. When and why do Gurov’s feelings about Anna begin to change?  Is he really in 

love with her?

○6. What is the effect of having Gurov as the central consciousness in the story?  

How would the story be different if it were told from Anna’s perspective?

○7. Based on your understanding of the characterization of Gurov and Anna, 

consider the final paragraph of the story and summarize what you think will happen 

to them.

○8. Explain what you see as the theme of Chekhov’s story.



Now… Joyce Carol Oates’s version

○1. Which version do you like better—Chekhov’s story or Oates?  

What’s the point of retelling the story?

○2. How would Oates’s story be different if it were told only in 

chronological order, as it is in Part III?  What do Parts I and II 

contribute to the details and information provided in Part III?

○3. What is Anna’s attitude toward men?  Does it change during the 

story?

○4. What details in the story make the narration particularly 

convincing from a woman’s perspective?  How might a man tell the 

story differently?



Now… Joyce Carol Oates’s version

○5. How does Oates's telling of the story reinforce typical 

stereotypes of men and women?  Explain the stereotypes 

and how they are reinforced.

○6. Consider whether Anna reaches any kind of resolution 

to her problems by the end of the story.  Is she merely 

“repeating” herself, or do you think she develops?

○7. Explain what you see as the theme of Oates’s story.



Looking at both…

○ In a general sense, how do you think society (both then and now) 

judges men and women who commit adultery differently?  How can 

you see this in the story?

○ Oates is attempting to portray the story from a “modern,” liberated 

woman’s point of view.  Is she successful in doing so (in making 

Anna appear liberated, strong, or modern)?

○ How do the dog’s roles differ in the stories?  Considering how 

insignificant the dogs are in both stories, why title the stories “The 

Lady with the Pet Dog?”



For next class…

Read chapters 6-9 of Book the 

Second from A Tale of Two Cities.


