
AP Lit & Comp
1/17 & 1/21 ‘20

1. Look at the new rubric for the prose 

essay

2. Debrief prose essay prompt for Under 

the Feet of Jesus

3. ATOTC chapters 6-9

4. For next class…



Let’s look at the new rubric

Old rubric

We’re going to spend a bit of time looking at 

the new rubric so you understand it well.



New rubric

Instead of scoring out of 9, the new rubric scores out 

of 6.

• 5.5/6 = 8/9 

• 4.5/5 = 7

• 3.5/4 = 6

• 2.5/3 = 5

• 2/1.5 = 4 

It also scores you in three categories / the old rubric 

was holistic.



Point breakdown

6 = 100% = (40)

5.5 = 95% = (38)

5 = 90% = (36)

4.5 = 85% = (34)

4 = 80% = (32)

3.5 = 75% = (30)

3. = 70% = (28)

2.5 = 65% = (26)

2 = 60% = (24)



CATEGORIES

1. Thesis

2. Evidence and Commentary

3. Sophistication



Category 1

• You can earn 1 point for writing a solid thesis 

statement.

• “Responds to the prompt with a thesis that 

presents a defensible interpretation of the 

passage.”

• This means you have to write a claim.

• It must be defensible (meaning you have to be 

able to prove it with specifics from the passage.)



Category 1

• Responses that do not earn this point:

• Only restate the prompt.

• (You must add something new.)

• Make a generalized comment about the passage 

that doesn’t respond to the prompt.

• Describe the passage or features of the passage 

rather than making a claim that requires a 

defense.



Final notes on category 1

• The thesis may be more than one sentence, provided the 

sentences are in close proximity.

• For a thesis to be defensible, the passage must include at least 

minimal evidence that could be used to support that thesis; 

however, the student not cite that evidence (in the thesis) to 

earn the thesis point.

• The thesis may establish a line of reasoning that structures the 

essay, but it needn’t do so to earn the thesis point.

• A thesis that meets the criteria can be awarded the point 

whether or not the rest of the response successfully supports 

that line of reasoning.



Category 2:  Evidence & Commentary 

• 4 points possible

• 4pts = Provides specific evidence to support all claims in a 

line of reasoning.

• AND

• COMMENTARY

• Consistently explains how the evidence supports a line of 

reasoning.

• AND

• Explains how multiple literary elements or techniques in 

the passage contribute to its meaning.



Category 2:  Evidence & Commentary 
• EVIDENCE

• 3pts = Provides specific evidence to support all claims in a 

line of reasoning.

• AND

• COMMENTARY

• Consistently explains how some of the evidence supports a 

line of reasoning.

• AND

• Explains how at least one literary element or technique in 

the passage contributes to its meaning.



Category 2:  Evidence & Commentary 

EVIDENCE

• 2pts = Provides some specific relevant evidence

• AND

• COMMENTARY

• Explains how some of the evidence relates to the student’s 

argument, but no line of reasoning is established or the 

line of reasoning is faulty.



Category 2:  Evidence & Commentary 

EVIDENCE

• 1pt = Provides evidence that is mostly general.

• AND

• COMMENTARY

• Summarize the evidence but does not explain how the 

evidence supports the student’s argument.



Category 3:  Sophistication 

1 point possible = Demonstrates sophistication of thought 

and/or develops a complex literary argument.

Responses that earn this point may demonstrate a 

sophistication of thought or develop a complex literary 

argument by doing any of the following:
1. Identifying and exploring complexities or tensions within the passage.

2. Illuminating the student’s interpretation by situating it within a 

broader context.

3. Accounting for alternative interpretations of the passage.

4. Employing a style that is consistently vivid and persuasive.



Category 3:  Sophistication 
1 point possible = Demonstrates sophistication of thought 

and/or develops a complex literary argument.

Responses that do not earn this point:
• Attempt to contextualize their interpretations, but such attempts consist 

predominantly of sweeping generalizations.

• Only hint at or suggest other possible interpretations.

• Make a single statement about how an interpretation of the passage 

comments on something thematic without consistently maintaining that 

thematic interpretation.

• Oversimplify complexities in the passage.

• Use complicated or complex sentences or language that are ineffective 

because they do not enhance the argument.



Here’s the prompt

Carefully read the following excerpt from the 

novel Under the Feet of Jesus by Helena 

Maria Viramontes.  Then write a well-

organized essay in which you analyze the 

development of Estrella’s character.  In your 

analysis, you may wish to consider such 

literary elements as selection of detail, 

figurative language, and tone.  



SAMPLES

Here are a few strong thesis statements 

and body paragraphs.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sDdPKoyP1_rWgJ4kDWg-OrZUlQuArw7dUz4G7DkD_P8/edit?usp=sharing


With your group…

○ Recap your chapter (in quick discussion)

○ Using Dickens’s description, narration, and 

dialogue, capture the essence of your chapter.

○ Pull at least five quotes from the text and add 

them to the shared slideshow on Classroom.

○ Be sure to draw our attention to symbolism, 

figurative language, deeper meaning, etc.



FOR 

NEXT 

CLASS

○Figure out the heart of the prompt for 

the passage from Heart of Darkness.

○Close read and annotate the passage 

accordingly.

○Write a strong thesis statement that 

addresses the prompt.

○Write your first body paragraph.

○Read chapters 10-14 of Book the 

Second.


