
AP Lit & Comp
1/24 & 1/27 ‘20

1. Finish writing your thesis/body paragraph for 
“Two Kinds” – share out

2. Quick recap of Heart of Darkness 
prompt/writing

3. Chapter creations
4. For next class…



Here’s the prompt

The following passage is from 

Amy Tan’s short story “Two 

Kinds.” Read the passage 

closely.  Then write a well-

organized essay analyzing how 

language is used to develop 

the characters and how their 

changes reveal meaning.

So what’s the heart of the 

prompt?

You’ll notice this prompt is more 

complex, so it has multiple parts.

develop = change

1. So, how do the two characters 

change?

2. What do those changes 

suggest about overall 

meaning?



With a partner or two, write a clear thesis statement 

that addresses the prompt.

Then, choose the focus of one of your body 

paragraphs. 

Write that  paragraphs’s topic sentence and then craft 

that body paragraph.  

You should use TREX(EX) or CEC (EC) model for 

your paragraph.

Write on the big butcher paper.  We’ll share out in 

about 20 minutes.



Through the manipulation of her language in “Two Kinds,” Amy Tan 

develops a stubborn young girl who transforms her self-loathing into self-

confidence. 

The weight of expectations can be as daunting as it is liberating.  Amy Tan 

explores how the heavy burden of expectation can shift into personal 

freedom in her short story “Two Kinds” by developing a character who 

undergoes a secret but liberating change.  She develops this young girl by 

allowing the reader to hear her from a first person perspective and by 

creating a tone of oppression and anger which shifts suddenly into a tone 

of power, ultimately revealing that the only expectations that can truly 

have power over us are the ones we create for ourselves.

Here are some examples



In the passage from the short story “Two Kinds,” Amy Tan develops a highly particular 

mother and a discouraged daughter who later are characterized respectively as 

disappointed and strong-willed through Tan’s use of unique language, juxtaposition, and 

purposeful repetition.

Tan utilizes diction to characterize the mother and especially the young girl.  Tan’s word 

choice reveals the mother’s growing disappointment in her daughter as well as the 

daughter’s hatred for her mother’s needless tests.  “Nairobi, I guessed…She checked to 

see if that might be one way to pronounce Helsinki.  After seeing, once again, my 

mother’s disappointed face, something inside me began to die.”  The daughter, in the 

beginning limply tries to amuse her mother by participating in her daily quizzes, but as 

the story continues, the daughter’s patience and desire to please her mother wear thin, 

and she fights the idea of answering.  “I performed listlessly…at last she was beginning to 

give up hope.”  While the  mother goes from hopeful to hopeless, the daughter changes 

from obedient to carefree, revealing that pushing too hard causes resistance.



Chapter 10:  “Two Promises” 

• Gabe, Breelyn, Kenzie

Chapter 11:  “A Companion Picture”

• Ashley, Lena, Carly

Chapter 12:  “The Fellow of Delicacy”

• Adam, Julia, Eric, Hannah

Chapter 13:  “The Fellow of No Delicacy”

• Tehya, Bennett, Carryn

Chapter 14:  “The Honest Tradesman”

• Alex, Evan, Neva, Christian

• Abstract drawing of the main character in 

your chapter 

OR

• Drawing of a symbol from your chapter

• Title meaning = multiple levels

• Three passages or excerpts you find most 

meaningful

• How is this chapter lending itself to one of 

the overall themes that Dickens may be 

developing in the novel?

• Essential character development?

• What stands out to you about Dickens’s 

style in this chapter? How is he creating 

meaning?

• If you could set this chapter to music, what 

song would you choose?

M2



Chapters 10-11:  “Two Promises” / 

Companion Picture” 

• Amanda, Adam, Madeline, Sydney

Chapter 12:  “The Fellow of Delicacy”

• Richelle, Lukas, Kate 

Chapter 13:  “The Fellow of No 

Delicacy”

• Adison, Austin, Chase, Grant

Chapter 14:  “The Honest Tradesman”

• Brookelle, Charlie,  Josh 

• Abstract drawing of the main character in 

your chapter 

OR

• Drawing of a symbol from your chapter

• Title meaning = multiple levels

• Three passages or excerpts you find most 

meaningful

• How is this chapter lending itself to one of 

the overall themes that Dickens may be 

developing in the novel?

• Essential character development?

• What stands out to you about Dickens’s 

style in this chapter? How is he creating 

meaning?

• If you could set this chapter to music, what 

song would you choose?

G4



Example of abstract drawing

• Comparing Booker T.  Washington and 

W.E.B. DuBois – Civil Rights Leaders

• Booker T.  Washington (right side) –

Wanted to ease African Americans 

into society, find jobs that aren’t 

prestigious, peaceful protest

• W.E.B. DuBois (left) – doesn’t want to 

wait for equality, fight for your rights, 

progressive protest



•Keep working on reading that next 
section of ATOC
•You should be through chapter 5 
(“The Wood Sawyer”) of Book the 
Third, by next Thurs 1/30 (M) / Fri 
1/31 (G)

For next class…


