
AP Lit & Comp
1/30 & 1/31 ‘20

1. Reader response through Book the Second

2. (M2) Discuss M/C / (G4) discuss “Two Kinds”

3. Set up remainder of ATOTC discussions

4. Gatsby prose prompt

5. For next class…



Reader’s Response for Book the 

Second

If you missed today’s class, you’ll need to come in and 

make up the reader’s response.



“Two Kinds” passage

■The following passage is from Amy Tan’s short story “Two Kinds.”  Read 

the passage closely.  Then write a well-organized essay analyzing how language 

is used to develop the characters and how their changes reveal meaning.

■Your response needs to characterize both characters and comment on how 

Tan characterizes them (devices.)  You should also state something about what 

the characterization  says about them.

Sample:

■Through the manipulation of her language in “Two Kinds,” Amy Tan 

develops a stubborn young girl who transforms her self-loathing into self-

confidence.  



Sample thesis

■In the passage from the short story “Two Kinds,” 

Amy Tan develops a highly particular mother and a 

discouraged daughter who later are characterized, 

respectively, as disappointed and strong-willed 

through the use of unique language, juxtaposition, 

and purposeful repetition.



Sample thesis

In the short story “Two Kinds,” Amy Tan utilizes in-depth 

character development to emphasize the daughter’s 

rejection of her “prodigy” self. Through this development, 

Tan shows extreme parental expectations put a burden on 

their children, which often leads to unwanted consequences.



Intro Paragraph

The weight of expectations can be as daunting as it is liberating.  Amy Tan 

explores how the heavy burden of expectation can shift into personal 

freedom in her short story “Two Kinds” by developing a character who 

undergoes a secret but liberating change.  She develops this young girl by 

allowing the reader to hear her from a first person perspective and by 

creating a tone of oppression and anger which shifts suddenly into a tone of 

power, ultimately revealing that the only expectations that can truly have 

power over us are the ones we create for ourselves.



Body Paragraph

The author employs parallelism in the story to illustrate the young girl’s acquiescent spirit with the 

quote, “All I knew was the capital of California, because Sacramento was the name of the street we lived 

on in Chinatown.” While this device may not be obvious, the repetition of various geographical 

locations is a form of parallelism. Tan uses this device in the story to convey the main character’s 

distance from her real life due to her mother’s obsessive questioning. While the girl doesn’t like her 

situation, she remains obedient and indulges her mother. Another exhibit of this character’s unassertive 

nature is seen through the utilization of juxtaposition when she says, “And then I saw what seemed to be 

the prodigy side of me- a face I had never seen before.” This quote is important to the girl’s 

characterization because by comparing her “real” and corporeal self to this other, more intelligent self, 

the reader can see that the girl has let her mother’s criticisms shape her internal thoughts. One more 

literary device that can be employed to relate this child’s amenability is a simile, and Tan uses this 

masterfully when she writes, “I made high-pitched noises like a crazed animal, trying to scratch out the 

face in the mirror.” This excerpt compares the girl’s mannerisms to those of a non-human creature, 

which is representative of her lack of willpower. By drawing comparisons to beings that don’t have much 

self-control, this character is acknowledging her submissive behavior. Ultimately, she undergoes a 

change which sees this behavior transform later in the story.



Body Paragraph

The focus of the daughter’s inner dialogue shifts from self destruction to self empowerment. 

She dehumanizes herself claiming her cries are “like a crazed animal, trying to scratch out 

the face in the mirror” while later describing herself as “powerful” with “new” and “willful 

thoughts.” This stark contrast demonstrates how her internal thoughts become focused on 

her strengths. Initially, she attained value from her mother’s approval; this is seen as 

“something inside [her] began to die” when she noticed her “mother’s disappointed face.” 

Later, her perspective on her self worth is turned to her own opinions on herself as she 

thinks, “I won’t be what I’m not.” This acknowledges that she is committed to being her true 

self regardless of her mother’s expectations. She is able to discover the “prodigy side” of 

herself that her mother desperately wanted, not with the endless “tests,” but her “willful 

thoughts.” The inner dialogue effectively depicts the monumental shift in the daughter’s 

evaluation of her own value. 



MULTIPLE CHOICE PRACTICE

Before we do our diagnostic multiple choice test next week, and then 

begin working on cold passages, we’re going to tackle one more 

Dickens’s passage.  

As you do this section, remember the basics we’ve gone over.

1. Read carefully and annotate.

2. Read through all the answer choices before choosing one.

3. Cross off wrong answer choices.

4. If an answer is partially wrong, it is WRONG, period.



Book the Third Discussions
How you teach us is up to you. I’m leaving this pretty open: your goal is to 

get your classmates to discuss your section

A good rule of thumb to follow with literary discussion is to go in this order 

(1) basic, surface-level understanding; (2) analysis/deeper meaning (3) 

author’s techniques that create meaning / connection to universal themes; 

other big picture revelations

Feel free to use technology if you’d like; or we can do something hands-on; 

or take us somewhere else in the building. You can bring food or prizes, if 

you’d like (not required)

You are not expected to be the only ones familiar with the material and 

able to discuss deeply. You are the facilitators who will guide your 

classmates to get to those deeper realizations.

These are mini-discussions, so aim for 10-15 minutes

Everyone in your group should be vocal and be part of engaging the class



For The Great Gatsby Passage

1. Figure out heart of the prompt before you 

read.

2. Read and annotate for the heart of the 

prompt.

3. Write a thesis and body paragraph and add to 

doc on Classroom.

BEFORE NEXT CLASS…


