
AP Lit & Comp
2/5 & 2/6 ‘20

1. Keep your eye on that three day weekend coming 

up! 

2. Finish scoring M/C test & discuss; look at score 

simulator

3. Groups 1 & 2 lead discussions

4. Debrief Gatsby & Heart of Darkness prompts



Groups, take it away!

M2:  

Chapters 1-3: Christian, August, Gabe

Chapters 4-6:  Evan, Eric, and Julia

G4:

Chapters 1-3:  Josh and Grant

Chapters 4-6:  Amanda and Chase



Gatsby prompt

The following is a passage from The Great Gatsby, a 

novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald published in 1925. Read 

the passage carefully. Then write a well-organized 

essay in which you analyze the narrator’s attitude 

toward his neighbor (Jay Gatsby) by discussing such 

techniques as figurative language, imagery, word 

choice, and syntax.

• Break apart the narrator’s attitude toward Gatsby

• Specifically, how does he feel about Gatsby, and 

HOW do you know this?



Look at your 

thesis and body 

paragraph

I left you some 

feedback on the shared 

doc on Classroom.



REMEMBER NEW SCORING

1 point for a strong 

thesis statement.

4 points for 

evidence and 

commentary

1 point for 

sophistication 

(writing and/or 

literary argument)



How does the reader 

know this?

Narrator’s 

attitude toward 

Gatsby

• amazement

• awe

• disbelief

• curious

• impressed

• intrigued

• envious

• disdain

-diction

- repetition

- listing

- alliteration

- syntax

- figurative language

- compound/complex      

sentences

So your essay will then need to choose a few emotions 

the narrator feels toward Gatsby and PROVE how those 

are shown to the reader through devices.



In the excerpt from The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald utilizes 

vivid imagery and word choice to portray the admiration, and the 

awe-struck attitude the narrator has towards his neighbor, Jay Gatsby.

Thesis Statements

In the following passage from the novel The Great Gatsby, by F. 

Scott Fitzgerald, the narrator appears to be in awe of Jay Gatsby’s 

lavish lifestyle, as he utilizes captivating imagery and grand word 

choice to exemplify the pure extravagance of his neighbor’s nightlife 

and the grandeur of his parties. 



Through the implementation of figurative language, Fitzgerald expresses the narrator’s 

awed attitude of Gatsby to the reader. Gatsby seems to be a very popular and rich man 

through the eyes of the narrator, even though the narrator never actually describes Gatsby 

at all. It is only his lifestyle that adds to the reader’s knowledge of Gatsby. This can be seen 

with the description of Gatsby’s massive and great parties. The narrator watches Gatsby’s 

parties grow larger and more amazing and comments, “The lights grow brighter as the 

earth lurches away from the sun.” The exaggeration here portrays Gatsby as insanely rich, 

as he is able to throw such incredible parties. The narrator catches on to this and reveres

Gatsby as almost a god or a famous person. As the narrator observes his neighbor, he sees, 

“...men and girls [come and go] like moths among whisperings and the champagne and the 

stars.” This is a unique way of showing the reader that people seemed to always be at 

Gatsby’s house, day and night, reaffirming that Gatsby is all the rage and the narrator’s 

admiration of him. Gatsby is described to have expensive cars, like a Rolls-Royce that, 

“became an omnibus, bearing parties to and from the city between nine in the morning 

and long past midnight.” The narrator seems to spend quite a great deal of time watching 

what goes on at Gatsby’s, which further instills his wonderment towards his neighbor. With 

Fitzgerald’s complex figurative language, the reader senses that the narrator holds Gatsby 

in the highest esteem, without explicitly writing about him.



The narrator uses syntax to show the grandeur of Jay Gatsby’s assets. In 

the first paragraph, the narrator uses a list to show all of the various 

possessions of Gatsby. In this list, almost every item is listed as “his.” 

“...his blue gardens...his raft…his beach…his two motor-boats…” Each of 

these items are listed as Gatsby’s to show how impressed the narrator is 

with how many valuables Gatsby is able to possess. Many other items are 

in lists to give the reader a sense of Gatsby’s never-ending list of assets. 

One example of this is the cleaning equipment Gatsby has his servants 

use: “...mops and scrubbing-brushes and hammers and garden-shears…” 

The repeated use of “and” in this list also helps give a sense of many 

items being in the list. The start of each paragraph is a time. “Every 

Friday,” “At least once a fortnight,” “By seven o’clock…” are a few 

examples. These repeated times give the reader the idea that something 

is always happening, and that the narrator is amazed with how many 

activities Gatsby is able to handle.



Through the use of captivating imagery, the narrator paints a stunning picture of Jay 

Gatsby’s expensive taste and brilliant furnishings that his party guests endure. As the 

narrator moves through Gatsby’s mansion, he came upon the garden and recalled that 

“ a fortnight a corps of caterers came down with several hundred feet of canvas and 

enough colored lights to make a Christmas tree of Gatsby’s enormous garden.” The 

word choice and use of imagery combined here, such as “fortnight,”“caterers,” and 

“enormous,” helps portray an image of how grand the owner’s garden is, and the depth 

the narrator goes to show the reader just how much Gatsby can afford to make his 

“castile” look beyond beautiful proves that he is in amazement of his grandeur lifestyle. 

Furthermore, the narrator chooses to focus on the decadent appetizers that are being 

served at the party, and utilizes descriptive imagery to capture the richness of the 

catering as he says, “ On buffet tables, garnished with glistening hors d'oeuvres, spiced 

baked hams….and turkeys bewitched to a dark gold.” This detail that the narrator 

describes the feast with, shows just how decadent each and every aspect of Gatsby’s 

parties are, down to the smallest morsels of food. The way in which the narrator paints 

a vivid picture of the physical riches and lavish decor throughout Gatsby’s mansion, 

reveals to the reader that he is astonished and captivated by his neighbor’s wealth.



The narrator uses several metaphors to depict the parties as impressive and 

gargantuan, but also erratic. People are pulled into the parties “like moths among 

the whisperings and the champagne and the stars,” as if they are being bewitched by 

the attractive party. During preparation, so many crates of oranges and lemons are 

brought in to have their juice extracted that “a pyramid of pulpless halves” builds 

up outside the back door, depicting the size and scale just of the party preparation. 

“A corps of caterers” are necessary to prepare Gatsby’s garden with hundreds of 

feet of cloth and “enough colored lights to make a Christmas tree.” The narrator 

compares the comings and goings of the guests to the sea, as groups “swell with new 

arrivals, dissolve and form in the same breath,” like a wave forming and crashing. 

People also “glide on through the sea-change of faces and voices and color,” 

showing the chaotic and unpredictable nature of the parties. These metaphors give 

the reader a sense of just how large and complex the parties are, as well as 

demonstrate the narrator’s contempt for the unbridled party-goers who mindlessly 

pass through, attracted by the extravagant decor but not ever really interacting with 

the other guests in a meaningful way.



The narrator’s in depth depiction of Gatsby’s parties focuses on the grandiose aspects, 

revealing that he is hesitant about the operation of Gatsby’s house. This is evident in 

the narrator's use of specific numerical examples. The kitchen juices “two hundred 

oranges in half an hour” if a button is “pressed two hundred times.” Providing 

quantitative data is utilized to prevent the audience from reading these descriptions as 

hyperboles. Instead, these numbers create a credibility to the report by implying that 

the narrator has taken the time to count; his observations are critical and accurate. To 

further these descriptions, polysyndetone is used frequently. The servants use “mops 

and scrubbing-brushes and hammers and garden shears.” The orchestra consists of 

“oboes and trombones and saxophones and viols and cornets and piccolos.” This 

device increases the effect of lists, creating a larger impression. By cultivating the idea 

that Gatsby’s parties are over the top, the narrator suggests a negative aspect of the 

celebrations. The description surpasses one of an amazing party and enters one of 

unreasonable size. This differentiation reveals that the narrator is aware of the 

superfluousness which exposes his doubts about these parties.



For next class…

Read through chapter 8 of Book the Third


